READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sun. April 22 - Acts 4:8-12 Ps
118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 1 Jn 3:12 Jn 10:14 Jn 10:11-18
Mon. April 23 - Acts 11:1-18 Ps
42:2-3; 43:3, 4 Jn 10:14 Jn 10:1-10
Tues. April 24 - Acts 11:19-26 Ps
87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 Jn 10:27 Jn 10:22-30
Wed. April 25 - 1 Pt 5:5b-14 Ps 89:2
-3, 6-7, 16-17 1 Cor 1:23a-24b Mk
16:15-20
Thurs. April 26 - Acts 13:13-25 Ps
89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 See Rv 1:5ab
Jn 13:16-20
Fri. April 27 - Acts 13:26-33 Ps 2:67, 8-9, 10-11ab Jn 14:6 Jn 14:1-6
Sat. April 28 - Acts 13:44-52 Ps
98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 Jn 8:31b-32 Jn
14:7-14

April Birthday List
Happy Birthday to::
Joe Fontenot
Taffy A Richard
Ella Garrett
Tremond Warnell
Clifton Richard
Tracy Richard
Ryan Edwards
Donovan Richard
Diane Johnson

2
2
3
4
23
23
24
25
20

Happy Anniversary
Leothus & Lucy Jones 8th
Franklin & Doris Gans 11th

MINISTRIES FOR THE
WEEKEND HOSPITALITY
Saturday: Rose Davis, Walter Davis
Shirley Allison & Johnny Riggs
Sunday: Fred Green, Rose Bottley,
Emmanuel Taylor, Coretta Ambers

Saturday: A: Gary Mims
L: Phyllis Thibodeaux &
Josie Curtis
Sunday: A: Peggy Green
L: Freda Guillory &
Dorothy Broussard
ALTAR SERVER:

MASS INTENTIONS
for the Week

Saturday: Reagan Pitre William Pitre
Sunday:
D’Ana Williams

Sunday, April 22, 2018 9:00 am Mass

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:

Mon. April 23, NO MASS
Tues. April. 24, 6:00 pm
Wed. April. 25, 6:00 pm
Thurs. April. 26, 6:00 pm

Fri. April 27, 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Exposition & Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament & Mass
Saturday, April 28, 2018 7:00 am
3:20 - 3:55 Reconciliation
4:00 p.m. Mass
(N.B. You can request Mass to be offered for you/your love ones, or any deceased person. Speak with the Pastor or
call the office to schedule your mass intention).

Bishop Faith Appeal - Shirley Ray
Bereavement Committee - Rose
Bottley

St. Therese Catholic Church

Served by The Missionary Society of St. Paul from Nigeria since 2000
1409 6th Street 77630
Email: sttherese1350@yahoo.com

Donut Sunday’s - Freda Guillory*
Donuts and coffee in the Education
Building 1st, 3rd & 4th Sunday of
each month.

Email: donachrisneo@yahoo.com
Contact information: cell (409) 454-3958
Rectory: (409) 920-4007
Deacon Julian Richard (409) 221-2743
Deacon Hazen Kenney (512) 791-0847

Finance - Andre’ Robertson *
finance meetings are held every 2nd
Wednesday of each month.

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Fund Raiser - Walter Davis

Saturday Gail Jefferson &
Russell Bottley
Sunday: Robert Gobert &
Shirley Ray

Life Center - Adam Jacobs
Plumbing - Joe Fontenot
Mission & Retreat - Cecilia Davis
Music Director - George Alexander
* choir rehearsal are every Tuesday at
6:30 pm

4th Sunday of Easter
April 22, 2018

“I am the good shepherd”

Pastoral Council meetings held every
3rd Wednesday of each month.
Socials - Knights of Peter Claver &
Ladies Auxiliary * Parish Luncheon,
the second Sunday of each month.
Youth - Felicia Richard
Stewardship-Wayne Sparrow
1st Friday of each month Fr.
Donatus has 11 am Mass at Orange
Villa located on 3rd Street. There will
be NO evening Mass that day,
adoration only, everyone is invited to
come.

***Congratulations***

Donatus C. Mgbeajuo, MSP

Saturday: 34

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. & Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
.

Reconciliation

Saturdays: 3:20 p.m. 3:55 p.m.

Mail In
Loose
Saturday
Sunday

$ 80.00
$ 44.00
$ 510.00
$1,371.00

Total Deposit $ 2,005.00
Expenses: equip. Contract <$ 38.02>
Center Point <$ 200.06>
Admin phone <$ 108.25>
Security contract <$ 48.70>
Admin. Material & fees <$600.>

Weekdays:

Tuesday-Friday 6:00 p.m.

Exposition & Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday: 5 p.m.

Adoration & Benediction

1st Friday each month 5p.m.-6:30p.m.

Infant Baptism:

Marriage:

Please contact the pastor two
Please call Rectory six (6) months
(2) months in advance
prior to proposed date
___________________________________________________________________________________

SECRETARY
Cindy Hampton
(409) 882-0935

Sunday: 61

Weekend Collection

Eucharistic Celebration

Weekends:

Attendance

Congratulations to Fr. Donatus on
this huge accomplishment. He has
successfully completed a milestone in
his educational pursuit. He successfully defended his Thesis on the 16th of
April 2018. Fr. Donatus will be graduating with a Doctorate degree in Theology/Ministry on May 24, 2018 from
Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago. God bless you! Rev. Dr.

Fax: (409) 883-4918
Website: stthereseorangetx.org

Rev. Donatus Mgbeajuo, MSP

Extraordinary Minister of
Communion - Shirley Ray

Lectors - Gary Mims

Phone: (409) 883-3783
Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-252-5400

Pastoral Team:

Hospitality/Ushers - Rose Davis

ANNOUNCER & LECTORS:

***Congratulations***
St. Mary Catholic School students earning
the Honor Roll for the Third Nine Weeks
were given awards. Congratulations to
Hannah Allison and Reagan Pitre. We pray
your success continues to shine as bright as
you all are. God bless!

COORDINATORS OF
MINISTRIES

PARISH COUNCIL

Richard Scott, Chairman
Rose Davis, Vice Chairman
Steven Allison, Secretary
Cecilia Davis
Rose Bottley
Charlis D. Rogers
Adam Jacobs
Albert Hebert III

779-7587
883-0762
313-0586
920-1136

886-1525
988-8719
883-9688
746-2627

MAINTENANCE & GROUNDS
Joe Ware

886-5331

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sanja Popillion

FINANCE COUNCIL
Andre Robertson
Robert Gobert
Sheila Arnold
Janice Semien
Tina Kindle

(409) 670-0808

882-0012
(504) 232-5640
313-2062
883-7126
238-4447

The HOLY MASS as explained to a former Catholic …
"I was a Catholic once,” said the lady a few yards from me in the parking lot. “Now I’m a Christian and you can be one as well.”
She preceded to hand a tract to a gentleman standing next to the opened trunk of his car. I couldn’t help it.
“Excuse me,” I said to the lady “but could I too have a tract?” The lady's face beamed. “Are you saved?” she asked. “Of course, I
am; I’m a believing Catholic,” I retorted. She looked at me as if I had bad breath or something.
She continued, “I was just telling this gentleman that I too was a Catholic - a Catholic for thirty-some years in fact. Now I've found
Christ and I’m trying to tell everyone I know about salvation through Christ.”
“Wow, that’s really something! May I ask why you left the Church?” I could tell that, by asking this question, my new acquaintance was getting excited. After all, she had probably been snubbed by dozens of people and now she has someone that she can
“witness” to Christ. I didn’t mind much either, but I tried not to show it.
"You see,” she said, “I was born Catholic. I attended Mass every week, received the Sacraments and graduated from a Catholic
school. Not once did I ever hear the gospel proclaimed. Not once! It was after the birth of my first child that a good friend of mine
shared ‘the gospel’ with me and I accepted Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior and became a Christian. Now I belong to a ‘Bible
-believing’ church and I’m sharing the gospel with whomever will listen.”
This shocked me. “You mean you belonged to the Catholic Church for over forty years and you never heard the gospel?” I said.
She was getting more excited. “Yes, I never once heard the gospel of salvation preached or taught or even mentioned in the
Church. If you don’t preach the gospel, excuse my bluntness, but you're simply not Christian.” I scratched my head and said,
“that’s strange. I’ve been a Catholic all my life and I bet I hear the gospel ever week at Church.” Her smile quickly faded into a
look of curiosity. “Maybe, I’m missing something,” I continued. “Tell me what you mean by ‘the gospel?’”
The lady reached back into her purse to pull out a little tract and said, “This tract explains the simple gospel of salvation. It can be
broken down into four easy steps.
“First, we acknowledge that we are all sinners in need of God’s forgiveness.
Secondly, we recognize that only God can save us.
The third step is that Jesus Christ died on the Cross for our sins and to bring us to God.
And the fourth and final step is that each individual accepts Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior to be saved.”
I thought for a couple of seconds and said, “If I could demonstrate to you that Catholics hear “the gospel” every Sunday, would you
agree to take a closer look at the Catholic Church?” Now, she knew she had me over a barrel. “Prove it,” she said. I excused myself
for a second and ran to my car to grab a Missal.
“Since you have attended Mass nearly all your life, you probably remember these prayers.” I flipped open to the beginning prayers
of the Mass and proceeded to show her how Catholics hear, pray and live the gospel message every Sunday.
The first step in my new-found friend’s tract stated that we are all sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. After the Greeting, the
Mass continues to what is known as the Penitential Rite. I read loud the text to her while she followed reading silently.
“I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned through my own fault. In my thoughts and in my
words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do.”
I mentioned that it is here in this section that each Catholic states publicly that he or she is individually a sinner - not merely in a
general sense - but specifically in thoughts, words and deeds. You can’t get much more complete than that. I continued reading,
“and I ask Blessed Mary, ever virgin, all the angels and saints, and to you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our
God.”
The priest reaffirms this confession of sin by praying,
“May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.”
And the whole congregation says “Amen,” that is, “I believe.” The priest continues.

“Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy,”
and finishes by saying;
"Lord show us your mercy and love. And grant us your salvation.”
I looked at her and said, “You see, we Catholics start every Mass with a public declaration of our own personal sinfulness and look
to God for forgiveness.” She responded, “But Catholics don’t believe that God alone can save them. They believe Mary and the
saints will save them.” I shook my head in disagreement. “No, we don’t. Remember what we had just read in the Mass. Catholic
ask Mary, the angels, the saints and the whole congregation to pray to God for mercy on their behalf - just like I would ask you to
pray for me to God. Does that mean that I look to you to ‘save’ me? No, of course I don’t believe that. I’m just asking for your
help. Besides the ‘Gloria’ of the Mass proves that Catholics look to God alone to save us.”
I began reading the Missal emphasizing certain words to prove my point:
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world, have mercy on us, you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father."

continue ———>

Likewise, the doxology spoken just prior to communion reads,
“Through him, with him, in him; in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is your, almighty Father, for ever and ever.”
As I looked up, I could see the lady intently reading the page. She couldn’t believe that she had prayed these prayers for years and never
noticed what it was saying. Yet, there it was in black and white. I continued with the third step - the acknowledgment that Jesus Christ
died on the cross for our sins and to bring us to God.
The Profession of Faith reads,
“For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.”
In the Eucharistic Prayer 1, the priest prays:
“Remember [Lord] all of us gather here before you. You know how firmly we believe in you and dedicate ourselves to you. . . We pray
to you, our living and true God, for our well-being and redemption . . . Grant us your peace in this life, save us from final damnation, and
count us among those you have chosen.”
The prayer ends with an appeal to God for salvation through Jesus Christ:
“May, these and all who sleep in Christ, find in your presence light, happiness and peace. For ourselves, too, we ask some share in the
fellowship of your apostles and martyrs . . . Though we are sinners, we trust in your mercy and love. Do not consider what we truly deserve but grant us your forgiveness. Through Christ our Lord you give us all these gifts. You fill them with life and goodness, you bless
them and make them holy.”
Similarly, the second Eucharistic Prayer proclaims,
“Dying you [Jesus] destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. . . Have mercy on us all; make us worthy
to share eternal life with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, with the apostles and with all the saints who have done your will throughout
the ages.”
Likewise, Eucharistic Prayer 3 reads,
“All life, all holiness comes from you through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit . . .
Father, calling to mind the death your Son endured for our salvation, his glorious resurrection and ascension into heaven, and ready to
greet him when he comes again, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice. Look with favor on our your Church’s offering, and see the Victim [Christ] who death has reconciled us to yourself . . .
May he make us an everlasting gift for you and enable us to share in the inheritance of your saints . . . “
Lastly, the fourth Eucharistic Prayer reads,
“Father, you so loved the world that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior . . .
In fulfillment of your will he gave himself up to death; but by rising from the dead, he destroyed death and restored life.”
In this prayer, the congregation proclaims the mystery of faith:
“Lord, by your cross and resurrection, you have set us free. You are the Savior of the world.”
“You see, every week Catholics proclaim that Jesus died for them,” I said to the lady who was now searching for something to say. After
a brief moment of silence, she shot a response back at me.
“What about accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior?” She retorted. “They may be saying all this stuff, but they don’t
make a personal act of acceptance.” What she didn’t know was that I deliberately didn’t mention the last “step” of her “gospel.”
I explained that if Catholics don’t believe what they are praying, they ought not to be publicly proclaiming it. Since we can’t read the
dispositions of other people’s hearts, we ought not to judge whether they truly believe what they are saying. Next, I pointed out the last
step - where Catholics are accepting Jesus into their hearts. Right before communion the priest holds up the host (which is now the body,
blood, soul and divinity of Our Lord under the appearances of bread and wine) and prays.
“This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are called to his supper.”
And the congregation responds,
“Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.”
I looked straight into the lady’s eyes and said, “It is here that all those who are prepared to receive Jesus Christ walk up to the front of the
church but they don’t just believing in Christ or merely asking Jesus into their hearts.” “They don’t?” She asked. “No,” I answered, “they
receive that same Christ who died on the cross on Calvary into their mouth and into their stomachs - body, blood, soul and divinity - and
become one with him in an unspeakable way. Now that's accepting Christ!” She didn’t have a response. I’m not sure that she had ever
really thought about the Mass and Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist because she appeared to be both surprised and intrigued.
I gave her my phone number and invited her to a study group I was heading in the neighborhood which examined the Biblical foundation
for Catholic doctrine. As we departed, I couldn’t help but wonder how many other people, like my new friend, left the Church thinking
that it had nothing to say about salvation. Yet the richness of the liturgy of the Mass and even more so Christ’s real substantial presence
in the Eucharist so outshines our separated brethren’s “low church” prayer services that there is no comparison!
Indeed, the mystery of the Mass goes far beyond the simple “sinner’s prayer.” What I wanted to demonstrate is that all the elements of
what Protestants consider the “essentials” of human salvation are presented, in Technicolor, in the liturgy of the Mass and that to deny
the charge that the Church is somehow neglecting to present “the gospel.”
(This testimony is originally from the Facebook group Catholic Church/Bible Only Debates)

