READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday
July 30

Monday
July 31

Tuesday
August 1

Wednesday
August 2

Thursday
August 3

Friday
August 4

Saturday
August 5

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12 Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,
129-130 Rom 8:28-30 Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

Ex 32:15-24, 30-34 Ps 106:19-20, 21-22,23 Mt
13:31-35 or 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7,
8-9,10-11 Lk 14:25-33

Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9,28 Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11,
12-13 Mt 13:36-43 or Rom 8:1-4 Ps 119:9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14Mt 5:13-19

Ex 34:29-35Ps 99:5, 6, 7,9 Mt 13:44-46 or 1 Jn
5:1-5 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25 & 27 Mt 5:1-12a
or Acts 4:32-35 Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11 Jn
15:1-8

Ex 40:16-21, 34-38 Ps 84:3-4, 5-6a & 8a, 11
Mt 13:47-53

Lev 23:1,4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37 Ps 81:3-4, 5-6,
10-11a, Mt 13:54-58 or Ez 3:17-21 Ps 117:1bc, 2
Mt 9:35-10:1

Lev 25:1, 8-17 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 Mt 14:1-12 or
Rv 21:1-5a ( Ps) Jud 13:18, 19,20 Lk 11:27-28

MINISTERIES FOR THE WEEKEND

Saturday: Richard Scott, Shirley Allison, Rose Davis &

Sunday: Phyllis Thibodeaux, Dorothy Jacobs, Fred Green

ANNOUNCER & LECTORS:
Saturday: A: Felicia Richard L: Josie Curtis &
Gary Mims
Sunday:  A: Freda Guillory L: Freda Guillory &
Youth

ALTAR SERVER:
Saturday: Reagan Pitre & William Pitre
Sunday: D’Ana Williams

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:

Saturday Cecilia Davis &Freda Guillory
Sunday: Lucy Jones & Shirley Ray

Saturday 46

Mail In
Lector books
Loose

Mass Stipends  $

Saturday
Sunday

Total Deposit $ 2,438.86

Expenses: Direct TV <$66.93> Entergy<$ 1,057.43>
City of Orange <$379.82> AT&T <$244.83>

Dioc. Accountants <3540.75> Admin fees <$710.07>
Spectrum <$82.31>

HOSPITALITY

Walter Davis

& Elizabeth Mitchell

Attendance

Sunday 76

Weekend Collection
Deductible
$ 177.00
$ 40.00
$ 99.86
80.00
$ 605.00
$1.437.00_

Non-Deductible

PRAY FOR
THE HOMEBOUND

John Abram

Mary Brown

Mary Crossley
David Jayce Carey
Courtney Chavis
Therese Ferguson
Hollis Fain

Joe B. Forward
Theresa Garrett

Ella Mae Garrett
Anna Garrick

Mark Mitchell Jr.
James Mims

John Richard, Sr.
Alma G Thibodeaux
Alma C Thibodeaux

To all our sick and
homebound THANK
YOU so much for your
unwavering
commitment and
contributions to your
parish. To better serve
everyone Fr. Donatus
is available to visit
ALL parishioners at
the appointed time.
However, Fr. Donatus
has reserved every
other Friday for the
homebound.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

James Arceneaux
Mable Durio
Mary Feathers
Alberta Fontenot
Frances Freeman
Debra Glaude
Margaret Green
Myrtle Guillory
Marvin Hampton
Celestine Johnson
Calvin Johnson
Stacy Johnson
Rose Lee Johnson
Lakeisha Guidry-Jones
Leothus Jones
John Milton
Ruby Milton
Bettye Odom
Clayona Pilette
Brushelle Scott
Robert Simmons
Joe Ware

July Birthday List
Happy Birthday to::
Peggy Green 1
Mona Richard 6
George Alexander 6
Stefanie Allison 6
Earl Rigsby 9
Turquoy Riggs 10
Joise Curtis 10
Brent Hebert 12
Ronald Hebert 12
Amiyah LeBlanc 12
E’Retrious Gus 13
Lanier Robertson 16
David Riggs 20
Maria Riggs 23
Claude Riggs 29
Lester Popillion 30
Happy Anniversary
Joe & Mary Ware 4th
Earl & Mary Rigsby 12th
John & Janice Semien 13th
Mormom & Ann Richard 25th
George & Cecilia Davis 27th
Deacon Julian & Gloria Richard ~ 31st
Arron & Gracie Ward
MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday
July 30 9:00 a.m.+ E’Remious Daniel Gus
Requested by Marina Taylor
Monday
July 31 No Mass
Tuesday
August 1 8:00 a.m. + Marvin & Armedia Jeans
Requested by the Kenney’s
Wednesday
August 2 8:00 a.m.+ Walter & Tena Kenny
Requested by the Kenney’s
Thursday
August 3 8:00 a.m. +Jerry W. Jeans
Requested by the Kenney’s
Friday
August 4 8:00 a.m. & 6:00 pm Adoration
Saturday
August 5 4:00 p.m. + Harland H. Kenney

Requested by the Kenney’s

(N.B. You can request Mass to be offered for you/
your loves one, or the deceased.. Speak with the Pas-
tor or call the office to schedule).

Bishop Faith Appeal/Fundraiser
Goal : $25,000.
Pledged: $ 13,350. Paid: $9,175.

It is the time of year again where we to begin the
work on our BFA goal., and for those of us that has
not yet pledged please do so and for those of us that
has Thank You so much. For any information
please contact Robert Gobert at (504) 232-5640 or
Shirley Ray (409) 779-9922. We are look forward to
the continued growth of our parish

St. Therese Catholic Church

Served by The Missionary Society of St. Paul from Nigeria since 2000

1409 6th Street 77630
Email: sttheresel350@att.net

Phone: (409) 883-3783
Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-252-5400

Fax: (409) 883-4918
Website: stthereseorangetx.org

b o Pastoral Team:
1 Rev. Donatus Mgbec%iuo, MSP
N Email: donachrisneo@yahoo.com
o, Contact information: cell (409) 454-3958

C CuRe Rectory: (409) 920-4007
Deacon Julian Richard (409) 221-2743

Deacon Hazen Kenney (512) 791-0847

SAINT
CATHOLI

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 30, 2017

“The Kingdom of heaven is like

a treasure buried in a field” . |

Eucharistic Celebration

>

Weekends:

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Weekdays:

Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
Thursday: Faith Program 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation Adoration Adoration & Benediction
Saturdays: 3:20 p.m. 3:55 p.m. Fridays: 6 p.m. 1st Friday each month 6p.m.-7p.m.
Infant Baptism: Marriage:

Please contact the pastor two Please call Rectory six (6) months
(2) months in advance prior to proposed date

SECRETARY
Cindy Hampton (409) 882-0935

PARISH COUNCIL DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Richard Scott, Chairman 779-7587 Sanja Popillion (409) 670-0808
Rose Davis, Vice Chairman  883-0762

Steven Allison, Secretary 313-0586

Cecilia Davis 920-1136 FINANCE COUNCIL

Rose Bottley 886-1525 Andre Robertson 882-0012
Charlis D. Rogers 988-8719 Tina Kindle 238-4447
Adam Jacobs 883-9688 Robert Gobert (504) 232-5640
Albert Hebert 111 746-2627 Sheila Arnold 313-2062

Janice Semien 883-7126



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Pearl of Wisdom

As a young adult, when I thought my choice of vocation was a given and didn’t wonder much about God’s choice, I dreamed
of serving in the Peace Corps. I was challenged by the world, its hungry and helpless. God had a different vocation in mind, a
smaller world. It consists of a handful of children, a husband, pets, and some relatives. I feed them when they’re hungry and
share the Good News with them. I think of Solomon each day as I face the challenges of my vocation. Solomon asked God
for the gift of wisdom. Whatever the gift each of us receives, it is the priceless jewel that we need to carry out the responsibil-
ities of our simple and ordinary worlds.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12  RESPONSORIAL PsaLm: Psalm 119:57, 72, 7677, 127-128, 129-130
SECOND READING: Romans 8:28-30 GoOSPEL: Matthew 13:44-52 [44—46]

Comment

God was pleased with King Solomon. The king was a good and just ruler and devoted to God. However, he felt humble as a
successor to David and was concerned about his leadership skills. God came to Solomon in a dream, offering Solomon a gift
of his choice. As a rich and powerful ruler, Solomon might have asked for a long life, more riches, and more power. Instead,
he asked for wisdom so that he might distinguish between right and wrong.

The gifts of the kingdom are greater than anything we know. Jesus compares the kingdom to the finest jewels. If we found
one such jewel in a field, we would sell all that we own in order to buy the land.

Reflection

We are told to renounce all that we have in order to acquire the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom is more precious than any-
thing we know. It’s easy to understand something more precious than jewels and other worldly possessions. But heaven is
even more precious than our loved ones. It is more precious than wisdom, peace, and justice.

All things work for good for those who love God. The greatest treasure is one we don’t yet know, but what of all the treasures
working toward that ultimate treasure? Perhaps we haven’t been given the exact gifts we’ve asked for, but what treasures lie
in our fields today? Is there a gift we’ve overlooked until now that hasn’t been fully realized? Maybe today is the day to un-
earth the treasure and put it to work for a greater good.

Bishop’s Faith Appeal
Intentions Mass
6:30 pm ~ August 24, 2017

***Excitl}vg Ncws i

St [ herese Now!
On//hc-vaing & Online
5115/10}[3 Faith Appca/

St. Anthony Cathedral
Basilica, Beaumont
Come and pray with Bishop
Curtis Guillory, S.V.D., D.D.,
for the special intentions For your convenience you

of the faithful of Southeast can make your pledges

Texas. and pay your thits on-line.
*** Annual Back To School Drive*** Simgl}?] g}; to our website

St. Therese is having our annual back to school drive and || || at stthereseorangetx.org
we are asking for everyone’s help. We are excepting any |[ || click on the option you
type of donations for ages elementary to junior high. For need, create you on pro-
every success story of a child is a greater success for St. file and start giving to-
Therese. There is a box at the rear of the church for all day!
supplies and donations. Thank you in advance
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Reception to follow in
Cathedral Center. RSVP
by August 7 to (409)
924.4302
or bfa@dioceseofbmt.org so
that we may plan properly
for food. Light supper.

Why Do Catholics Have Crucifixes?

Many non-Catholic Christians are uncomfortable with the display of a crucifix — a cross with an image of Christ's
crucified body. They prefer to display an empty cross. If Jesus was raised from the dead, they reason, why should we depict
him still on the cross?

First, we shouldn't forget that Catholics also sometimes display simple crosses without the corpus (image of Christ's
body). Next, we must note that historically, discomfort with the crucifix has often had more o do with anti-Catholic
sentiment than with genuine concern that Jesus' resurrection is being forgotten. Despite clear references throughout the New
Testament to the importance of the cross as a sign of Christ's victory over evil (see 1 Cor 1:17-18), many early Protestants
rejected any use of the cross at all — even an empty one — as a sign of "popery."

Nevertheless, those who are genuinely concerned that, in the crucifix, the resurrection is unduly overshadowed by the Cru-
cifixion should read the messianic prophecy of Zechariah: "They shall look on him whom they have thrust through, and they
shall mourn for him as one mourns for an only son, and they shall grieve over him as one grieves over a firstborn" (Zec
12:10). St. John confirms that this passage represents a foretelling of Christ's crucifixion (see Jn 19:37).

When the people look on their crucified Lord, the prophet says, God "will pour out" on them "a spirit of grace and peti-
tion" (Zec 12:10). Catholics have long found this to be true whenever they gaze with love on this image of Jesus' sacrificial
death. The crucifix inspires in them the graces of a deeper gratitude for this greatest of gifts (see Ps 116:12-13), as well as a
more intense aversion to sin, which led him to the cross (see Rom 6:1-12).

No wonder, then, that in the old legends, the demons, vampires, and other evil creatures cannot bear to look at a crucifix.
It reminds the forces of darkness that they have been defeated by Christ's death on the cross (see Col 2:13-15)!

Finally, we should note that when we are suffering, meditation on a crucifix comforts us by recalling that Christ suffers
with us (see 2 Cor 1:5-7). Our sufferings have great value when we join them to his (see Col 1:24).

RELATED SCRIPTURE —Texts cited: Ps 116:12-13 * Zec 12:10 « Jn 19:37' Rom 6:112 1 Cor 1 :17-18 = 2 Cor 1:5-7 col 1:24;
2:13-15. General: Mt 16:24-25 Acts 2:23-24,36-39 « 1 Cor 1 :17-25; ¢ 2 Cor 13:4 « Gal 2:19-20; 3:1; 5:24; 6:14 Phil 2:8-11; 3:18 «
Col 1:19-20 Heb 12:2. CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH — 562 * 571 598 « 616-618 « 1668 « 2015 * 2029 « 2427.

NOVENA PRAYER TO
ST. THERESE—THE LIT-
TLE FLOWER

The following positions
are available immediately St. Therese, beloved friend,

at St. Mary Catholic you promised to spend your

School: time in heaven doing good
upon the earth. WE come
before you in our need. We
believe that you listen to us
and approach God for and
with us. You are love in the
heart of the God. Please
accept these petitions,
hopes, needs and dreams
that I list below

If you are interested in giause). ¢ them
applying for any of the ease present them to our

ositions available, please loving Father so that God
p P may do what is best for us,
apply to:

for our loved ones, and for
the fulfillment of God’s
Kingdom. Continue your
shower of roses in our lives.
We ask you, dear friend
with the bold confidence
and loving care. We make
this prayerful petition in the
name of Jesus and through
the power of his Spirit.
AMEN.

Part-time Science
Teacher 5"-8" grade
Full-time 3™ Grade
Teacher
Full-time Physical
Education Teacher

St. Mary Catholic School
2600 Bob Hall Road
Orange, TX 77632

We the newly elect Pastoral Council members are extending an
invitation to everyone to join us for Fr. Donatus’s First Year
Anniversary Celebration with Supper after mass Saturday,
August 5, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.as we extend our thanks and
appreciation to him for his service. It will be an occasion
dining and fellowship that will include family and friends, and
invited guests. Please come out to support this great event and
make your donations to the pastoral council members. Thank
you.

409 883-8913
Office Hours 9am — 1pm
Monday - Thursday
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