READINGS FOR THE WEEK

St. Therese Catholic Church

1409 6th Street 77630 Phone: (409) 883-3783 Fax: (409) 883-4918
Email: sttheresel350@att.net Website: stthereseorangetx.org

Sunday
Jan. 29 Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
1 Cor 1:26-31 Mt5:1-12a
Monday
Jan. 30 Heb 11:31-40 Ps 31:20, 21, 22,23, 24
Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday
Jan. 31 Heb 12:1-4 Ps22:26b-27, 28 & 30, 31-32
Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday
Feb. 1 Heb 12:4-7, 11-15 Ps 103:1-2, 13-14,
17-18a Mk 6:1-6
Thursday
Feb. 2 Mal 3:1-4 Heb 2:14-18 Ps 24:7,8,9, 10
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Friday
Feb. 3 Heb 13:1-8 Ps27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc
Mk 6:14-29
Saturday
Feb. 4 Heb 13:15-17,20-21 Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,
6 Mk 6:30-34
MINISTERIES FOR THE WEEKEND
HOSPITALITY
Saturday:  Shirley Allison, Rose Davis, Walter Davis &
Richard Scott
Sunday: Elizabeth Mitchell, Dorothy Jacobs,
Fred Green & Gloria Richard
ANNOUNCER & LECTORS:
Saturday: A: Leo Jackson L: Josie Curtis &
Felicia Richard
Sunday:  A: Freda Guillory L: EvaPlatt &
Tina Kindle
ALTAR SERVER:
Saturday: Reagan Pitre & William Pitre
Sunday: D’Ana Williams
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:
Saturday Freda Guillory & Cecilia Davis
Sunday: Lucy Jones & Dorothy Broussard
Attendance
Saturday 62
Sunday 58
Weekend Collection
Deductible Non-Deductible
Mail In $342.00

Latin America church $ 149.00
Mass Stipends

Saturday $ 940.00
Sunday $1,094.00
Total Deposit $2,525.00

PRAY FOR THE SICK January Birthday List
AND HOMEBOUND Happy Birthday to::
Jace Robertson 1
Margaret Green Chris Orebo 3
Therese Ferguson Christina Edwards 3
Frances Freeman D’Ana Williams 5
John Abram Ryan Robertson 5
Da'Morrius Allison Freda Guillory 7
Ruby Milton Marvin Hampton 8
Alma Thibodeaux Joe Ware Sr. 12
R Jenki O’Riel Guillory 18
cna Jenkins Horace Broussard 111 18
Myrtle G~u1110ry Reginald Antoine 24
Robert Simmons Coretta Ambers 24
Stacy Johnson Ariel Anderson 25
Leothus Jones David Feathers 28
Debra Glaude )
Mary Brown Happy Anniversary
Samm1§ Williams Adam & Dorothy Jacobs 8th
John Richard, Sr. John & Cecelia Judge 16th
Elias Gobert
Mary Feathers
Alberta Fontenot
Hollis Fain Bishop Faith Appeal
James Arceneaux
John Milton Goal : $18,693. Pledged : $19,373
Ella Garrett PAID: $19,373
Bettye Odom
James Mims Thank you ALL for your pledges, we look
Celestine Johnson ahead to the continued growth of our Parish
Mary Crossley
Calvin Johnson MASS INTENTIONS
Joe B. Forward Sunday
Theresa Garrett Jan. 29 9:00 a.m.
I(jglilggﬁg ((’jllll?(;rls—J ones Monday
y Jan. 30 No Mass
Brushelle Scott
Mr.& Mrs. Mace Tuesday
Rose Lee Johnson Jan. 31 No Mass
David Jayce Carey
Raffelitta Jonea Lee Wednesday
Feb. 1 No Mass
Thursday
Feb. 2 No Mass
Friday
Feb. 3 No Mass
Saturday
Feb. 4 4:00 p.m.

(N.B. You can request Mass to be offered for you/
your loves one, or the deceased.. Speak with the
Pastor or call the office to schedule).

WIDOWED OR SINGLE CATHOLIC
SOCIAL MINISTRY

If you are a widowed or a single Catholic 18 years or older and interested
in meeting others in our Diocese, a group from Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Parish is forming a Catholic Social Ministry for widowed or
single Catholics (18+) to share our Catholic, Christian faith through
spiritual and social activities. We will meet at 5 p.m. on March 5, 2017 at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall and then have a cover dish dinner at
6:00 pm. We will have a short meeting after dinner. If you are interested
in learning more information about this ministry or would like to attend
this dinner, please RSVP by calling Byron Richard (409)659-4415 or
Carlos Ramos (409)998-3303.

Pastoral Team:
Rev. Donatus Mgbeg’]’uo, MSP

Email: donachrisneo@yahoo.com
Contact information: cell (409) 454-3958
Rectory: (409) 238-3001
Deacon Julian Richard (409) 882-4302
Deacon Hazen Kenney (512) 791-0847

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

4th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
January 29, 2017

“Your reward will be great in
Heaven”

Eucharistic Celebration

Weekends:

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Weekdays:

Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
Thursday: Faith Program 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation Adoration Adoration & Benediction
Saturdays: 3:20 p.m. 3:55 p.m. Fridays: 6 p.m. 1st Friday each month 6p.m.-7p.m.
Infant Baptism: Marriage:

Please contact the pastor two Please call Rectory six (6) months
(2) months in advance prior to proposed date

SECRETARY
Cindy Hampton (409) 882-0935

PARISH COUNCIL DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Joe Ware, Chairman 886-5331 Sanja Popillion (409) 670-0808
Adam Jacobs, Vice Chairman 883-9688

Dayna Smith, Secretary 988-6705

P.R.O., Leo Jackson 886-9692 FINANCE COUNCIL

Horace Broussard 883-7937 Andre Robertson 882-0012
Shirley Ray 779-9922 Janice Semien 883-7126
Martin Feathers 882-4186 Tina Kindle 238-4447
Albert Hebert, Jr. 746-2627 Robert Gobert

Freda Guillory 882-1768

Lanny DeLarue 330-0791

John King 920-2448



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Sermon on the Mount

Some keynote addresses lift people right up and off their chairs. The address, everyone agrees, was a real stem-winder. If
indeed it was a real stem-winder, we ought to be able to run on its power and inspiration for a long time—beyond
twenty-four hours. Today and for the following five Sundays we hear Jesus’ inaugural address—the Sermon on the Mount.
The words delivered here last for a lifetime and then some.

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12—-13  RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 GoOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12a

Comment

We seldom hear of Zephaniah, the prophet and book from which the first reading is drawn. Zephaniah had the unenviable
task of bearing bad news. Judah was in deep trouble at the time. Pagan cults were openly practiced in the once holy city of
Jerusalem, and Judah languished at death’s door.

Zephaniah could not say, much less sing, “Don’t worry; be happy.” However, he could and did offer consolation, and we
hear those soothing words today. He addresses the “humble of the earth,” and tells them to seek the Lord and to seek justice
and humility. The word for humble of the earth, is anawim, that is, “faithful remnant.” This remnant is not just the leftovers
or castoffs. They are the cream of the crop; they are the salt of the earth. These faithful ones are the nucleus of a new
community, a restored people of God.

This description of the humble of the earth sounds a lot like those whom Jesus calls “blessed.”—which moves us on to the
Gospel and the Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ inaugural speech. The mountain setting links us
with the Old Testament. Jesus is the bringer of a new law. He is on a high mountain, which recalls Moses and Mount Sinai.
Here we have a new Moses and a new rule of life. Jesus addresses his disciples and sets forth the qualities that make for
blessedness, or beatitude. The blessings reflect those of the faithful remnant, the new anawim. Traditionally, we name these
blessings the nine Beatitudes.

This address to those people gathered must have been something of a comfort and something of a shock, depending on the
listener. When Jesus addresses the poor and meek, he addresses the vast majority of the Mediterranean people of his time.
He is also addressing the majority of inhabitants of our contemporary world. The poor and meek have no power and their

habitual role is to defer. In Jesus’ time a person’s state in life was set by birth and gender. One did not easily move up or out.

Pluck and luck seldom delivered one from grinding poverty and powerlessness. Jesus lauded neither the rich, nor the poor,
for that matter. He aimed at quality of soul. This was news. It was the basis for the sense of human dignity needed to build a
people of God. The king, the serf, the peasant, the woman, the child, the slave, the outlander all were of equal value before
God. They were all blessed.

Reflection

The author of the Gospel according to Matthew was not sitting in a quiet grassy place writing furiously as the Sermon was
delivered. The person who wrote this Gospel lived in a community of witnesses and believers. The community of Matthew
in and around 80 A.D. knew Jesus as the one who embodied these Beatitudes. He possessed the qualities of soul his
followers also could possess. That is the first thing they needed to know.

It is impossible for us to think as highly of ourselves as God thinks of us. At one time or other in our life, we have all heard
someone say, “Who do you think you are?” Well, Jesus would say that whoever we are and whatever the circumstances of
birth and gender, we will do just fine. We are candidates for blessedness.

Today’s second reading reinforces this. Paul was writing to the Corinthians about the time Matthew’s Gospel was being
written. The members of the church at Corinth do not possess any special wisdom or inheritance. Their parents are not influ-
ential or rich. Paul’s little litany of the privileged here is his way of reminding us that we are who we are by the mercy and
grace of God, who does not owe us anything. All the little non-entities and no-counts of Corinth count in God’s eyes. We
know this in the death and resurrection of Jesus and our participation in his life. That is our singular boast, Paul reminds us.

Office of Worship

Pre-registration required for all workshops and must be received no
later than one-week prior to the workshop. Minimum registration of
8 required to present each workshop. Registration form attached.
Please call the Office of Worship for any further information.

God bless you in your continued ministry to his people!

The Mass Series: An Historical and Biblical Walk
Through the Mass (a three week series)

Mondays, February 6, 13 and 20; 6:00 PM -8 : PN
Place: St. Pius X Church, Education Building, 5075 Bigner
Road, Beaumont

Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director Office of Worship

“Sing to the Lord, Music in Divine Worship. What is this
document and what does it say about music in worship
Saturday, March 25, 2017; 10:00 AM — 12:30 PM

Place: Sacred Heart-St. Mary Parish, 920 Booker T. Washing-
ton Avenue, Port Arthur

Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

The guide is for choir directors, cantors, keyboard/organ/
instrumentalists and Liturgy Directors, informing us what we need to
know about the Mass and appropriate music for each part, the proper
resources for Catholic worship music, and so much more. This is the
resource that those of us who are responsible for choosing music for
Mass and other liturgies should be following.

Liturgical Year - Liturgical Environment

Thursday, April 20, 2017; 6:00 PM - 8 : @1,

Place: St.Jude Thaddeus Parish, Family Life Center, Room
M3, 6825 Gladys Avenue, Beaumont

Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

Yearly Gathering-- Parish Liturgy and Music Directors
Tuesday, April 25,2017; 6:00 PM -8 : ®N;

Place: Catholic Pastoral Center, Beaumont

Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

Celebrating the Funeral Rites, Liturgies of Hope and
Resurrection

Thursday, May 11, 2017; 6:00 PM -8 : ®N

Place: Our Lady of the Assumption Parish

Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Spending Time with
Christ

Tuesday, June 13,2017,6:00PM -8 : ®N

Place: Catholic Pastoral Center, Conference Room Two
Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

Day of Reflection, Liturgical Music Ministers
Saturday, June 17,2017; 9:00 AM -3 : ®N

Place: Holy Family Retreat Center
Presenter: David Kauffman
Fee: $20.00 per person

Christology:
Who is Jesus? The person and the life of Jesus in liturgy?
Thursday, 13 July 2017; 6:00 PM -8 : ¥
Place: Catholic Pastoral Center
Presenter: Rosalind Sanchez, Director, Office of Worship

NOVENA PRAYER TO
ST. THERESE—THE LITTLE FLOWER

St. Therese, beloved friend, you

promised to spend your time in heaven doing good upon the earth.
WE come before you in our need. We believe that you listen to us
and approach God for and with us. You are love in the heart of the
God. Please accept these petitions, hopes, needs and dreams that I
list below (pause).

Please present them to our loving

Father so that God may do what is best for us, for our loved ones,
and for the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom.

Continue your shower of roses in our lives. We ask you, dear friend
with the bold confidence and loving care. We make this prayerful
petition in the name of Jesus and through the power of his Spirit.
AMEN.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK
January 29 - February 4, 2017

The theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic
Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.” The annu-
al observance starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week.

St. Mary Catholic School will be celebrating Catholic Schools
Week January 29-February 4. We cordially invite the community to
visit during Open House on January 30, Spm- 7pm and tour the
facilities, meet the teachers and staff, and learn more about academic
excellence. Serving St. Therese, St. Francis, St. Mercerville,

St. Henry’s and St. Mary’s. We show our support for the students of
St. Therese parish.

Amaya Meadows William Pitre

Reagan Pitre Hannah Allison

Jo’Nire Pete Amiyah Leblanc
Eleventh Annual

St. Katharine Drexel Feast Day Celebration

Celebration of the Eucharist
Thursday, March 2,2017 -6 : @.6.
St. Therese Catholic Church
1409 N. 6" Street — Orange TX

Most Reverend Curtis J. Guillory, S.V.D., D.D.
Bishop of Beaumont
Celebrant & Homilist
Concelebrating Priests of the Diocese of Beaumont

Come join us as we remember St. Katharine Drexel
and her gifts to the Diocese of Beaumont
through the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament to:

Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
Sacred Heart Catholic School
St. Therese Catholic School

Reception immediately following in Parish Hall

Underwritten by a grant from Black and Indian Mission Fund and the
generosity of the people of the
Diocese of Beaumont through the Bishops Faith Appeal




